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FormosanFormosan languageslanguages

•• Austronesian Austronesian languageslanguages in Taiwan:in Taiwan:

–– 349,120 indigenous people or 349,120 indigenous people or ±±2% of the 2% of the 
population.population.

–– ““FormosanFormosan”” languageslanguages
–– exact exact subdivisionsubdivision unclearunclear
–– ProbablyProbably allall firstfirst--levellevel subbranches of the subbranches of the 

Austronesian Austronesian languagelanguage familyfamily
–– Austronesian homeland hypothesisAustronesian homeland hypothesis

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006



BasayBasay †† BabuzaBabuza
KavalanKavalan FavorlangFavorlang ††
KetangalanKetangalan †† TaokasTaokas ††
PazehPazeh HoanyaHoanya ††
SirayaSiraya †† PaporaPapora ††
ThaoThao
Western Western PlainsPlains

AustronesianAustronesian NataoranNataoran AmisAmis
AmisAmis AmisAmis
AtayalicAtayalic
BununBunun AtayalAtayal
PaiwanPaiwan TarokoTaroko
PuyumaPuyuma
RukaiRukai SaaroaSaaroa
SaisiyatSaisiyat TsouTsou
TsouicTsouic KanakanabuKanakanabu

MalayoMalayo--PolynesianPolynesian (1248 (1248 languageslanguages))

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006



Amis 137,651 

Atayal 84,330 

Paiwan 66,084 

Bunun 37,989 

Rukai 10,543

Puyuma 8,487 

Taroko 4,750 

Saisiyat 4,750 

Yami 3,384

Tsou 2,127 

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006
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BununBunun

•• Spoken Spoken byby approxapprox. 38,000 . 38,000 peoplepeople, , butbut……
•• FiveFive dialectsdialects::

–– IsbukunIsbukun
–– TakbanuaðTakbanuað
–– TakivatanTakivatan
–– TakibakaTakibaka
–– TakituduTakitudu

•• Isbukun is dominant dialect and standardIsbukun is dominant dialect and standard
Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006



Nantou - 南投縣

Takbanuað
Takibaka
Takitudu

Kaohsiung
– 高雄縣

Isbukun

Taidong – 台東縣

Near Taidong City
Isbukun

In the north
Takbanuað

Hualien
– 花蓮縣

Central Hualien
Takivatan

In the south
Takbanuað
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TakivatanTakivatan--BununBunun

•• Minor dialect: less than 1600 speakersMinor dialect: less than 1600 speakers

•• Spoken in two villages of Hualien CountySpoken in two villages of Hualien County
–– 萬榮鄉馬遠村萬榮鄉馬遠村

•• Less than 1492 speakersLess than 1492 speakers
•• Actually three separate villagesActually three separate villages

–– 瑞穗鄉奇美村瑞穗鄉奇美村
•• Less than 192 speakersLess than 192 speakers

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006



CountyCounty HualienHualien
花蓮縣花蓮縣

MaMa--YuanYuan
馬遠村馬遠村

1492 1492 TakivatanTakivatan--BununBunun

QiQi--MeiMei
奇美村奇美村
129 129 TakivatanTakivatan--BununBunun

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006
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SociolinguisticSociolinguistic situationsituation

BununBunun
•• OriginallyOriginally::

–– HunterHunter--gatherersgatherers
–– SlashSlash--andand--burn agricultureburn agriculture
–– MountainMountain villagesvillages in the Central in the Central MountainMountain RangeRange
–– SmallSmall familyfamily groupsgroups, , hostilehostile towardstowards outsidersoutsiders
–– HeadhuntersHeadhunters
–– ElaborateElaborate systemsystem of of taboostaboos

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006
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SociolinguisticSociolinguistic situationsituation

BununBunun
•• JapaneseJapanese occupationoccupation (1895(1895--1945)1945)

–– ConcentratedConcentrated intointo lowlandlowland villagesvillages
–– ⇒⇒ FamilyFamily unit unit replacedreplaced byby villagevillage
–– IntroductionIntroduction wet wet ricerice cultivationcultivation
–– ConversionConversion toto ChristianityChristianity

((ProtestantismProtestantism/Catholicism/Catholicism

•• Present:Present:
–– SinificationSinification

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006
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SociolinguisticSociolinguistic situationsituation

TakivatanTakivatan
•• OriginalOriginal homeland in homeland in NantouNantou
•• MigratedMigrated toto HualienHualien ±±100 100 yearsyears agoago..
•• Separate Separate BununBunun subsub--clansclans//villagesvillages oftenoften led a led a 

fairlyfairly isolatedisolated existenceexistence
•• ⇒⇒ split split TakivatanTakivatan--TakbanuaðTakbanuað happenedhappened more more 

thanthan 100 100 yearsyears agoago

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006
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LinguisticLinguistic profileprofile of of TakivatanTakivatan

•• 3 3 vowelsvowels, 14 , 14 consonantsconsonants
•• 2 2 implosivesimplosives: /: /ɓɓ/ and // and /ɗɗ//
•• ‘‘PseudoPseudo--diphthongsdiphthongs’’
•• PenultimatePenultimate stressstress
•• TwoTwo types of types of reduplicationreduplication: CV and stem: CV and stem

–– CanCan occuroccur togethertogether
–– E.g., E.g., babaðbaðbabaðbað ‘‘toto have a have a conversationconversation’’

CVCV--STEMSTEM--baðbað
Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006
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LinguisticLinguistic profileprofile of of TakivatanTakivatan
•• AgglutinativeAgglutinative
•• VeryVery richrich systemsystem of of prefixesprefixes, , suffixessuffixes, , infixesinfixes

and and circumfixescircumfixes ((SeeSee later)later)
•• PronounsPronouns: : cliticsclitics and and freefree pronounspronouns

–– TendencyTendency toto have have boundbound pronounspronouns ⇔⇔ IsbukunIsbukun
–– DemonstrativeDemonstrative / 3rd / 3rd personperson

•• Big set of Big set of auxiliaryauxiliary verbsverbs thatthat express a.o.:express a.o.:
TAM, TAM, relativerelative time, time, modalitymodality, , negationnegation, , ……

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006
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LinguisticLinguistic profileprofile of of TakivatanTakivatan

•• Mixture Mixture headhead-- and and dependentdependent--markingmarking
•• VAO/VSVAO/VS
•• ProductiveProductive systemsystem of of leftleft--dislocationdislocation
•• Focus Focus systemsystem ((SeeSee later)later)

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006



SomeSome
linguisticlinguistic aspectsaspects

of of TakivatanTakivatan

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006



DANGER !!!DANGER !!!

PRELIMINARY RESULTSPRELIMINARY RESULTS
Beware of Beware of inaccuraciesinaccuracies
and and educatededucated guessesguesses

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006



Some linguistic aspects of Some linguistic aspects of 
TakivatanTakivatan

•• DerivationalDerivational morphologymorphology
•• FocusFocus
•• WordclassWordclass fluidityfluidity

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006
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DerivationalDerivational morphologymorphology

•• VeryVery richrich derivationalderivational morphologymorphology
–– CurrentCurrent countcount: over 80 : over 80 affixesaffixes
–– ManyMany combinatorycombinatory possibilitiespossibilities
–– ManyMany affixesaffixes have have veryvery abstract abstract oror vaguevague

meaningsmeanings
–– Some wordclassSome wordclass--definingdefining

•• ExamplesExamples::
–– titiŋasas
–– locationallocational prefixesprefixes Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006



pin-
pis-
pun-
san-
sin-
tail-
tal-
tali-
tim-
tin-
tiŋ-
tum-
un-

NR (14)

i2-
in1-
is3-
kai-

VR (3)

-ʔan
-ʔi
-un

CIRCUM-
FIXES
NUM (1)
ma- -un

TOTAL
(87)

taismi-
taki-
vaivi-

Others (5)

kid- (?)
lis- (?)
pal(a)- (?)
tas- (?)
um- (?)

SUFFIXES
NR (5)

-an2

-an3

-að
-un 
-tun

ki-
lak-
maisi-
masi-
nas-
sin-
taimi-
tal-
tan-
tastu-

ADJR (10)

a-
ma-
malas-
mali-
mata-
paŋka(l)-
tai-

main-
maisi-
maisna-
man-
maqan-
maqu-
mas-
matu-
mi-
min-
mu-
mun-
pa-
paka-
pali-
pan-
pas1-
pas2-
pasi-

PREFIXES
VR (48)

atan-
bit-
bu-
dal-
i-
in2-
is1-
is2-
ka-
ka2-
kan-
kat-
kin-
kis-
kun-
ma-

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006
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DerivationalDerivational morphologymorphology

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006

titiŋasas
‘‘remainsremains of of foodfood

betweenbetween oneone’’ss teethteeth’’

titititiŋasas
((CVCV--reduplicationreduplication))

minmin--titititiŋasas
‘‘useuse a a toothtooth pickpick toto

removeremove foodfood remainsremains’’

isis--titititiŋasas
‘‘toothtooth pickpick’’

unun--titiŋasas--aaŋ
‘‘removingremoving foodfood
remainsremains betweenbetween

oneone’’ss teethteeth’’
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DerivationalDerivational morphologymorphology

•• LocationalLocational affixesaffixes ((verbalizingverbalizing))
–– ii-- : : bebe atat
–– mumu-- : : go towardsgo towards
–– munmun-- : go : go toto ((impliesimplies intentionalityintentionality))

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006
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DerivationalDerivational morphologymorphology

•• CombinatoryCombinatory possibilitiespossibilities: affix + : affix + ……
++commoncommon nounnoun (i(i--//mumu--//munmun--))

ii--lumaqlumaq ‘‘bebe at homeat home’’
mumu--lumaqlumaq ‘‘go homego home’’
munmun--lumaqlumaq ‘‘go go toto somesome home home withwith bad bad 

intentionsintentions’’
++geographicalgeographical name (name (munmun-- // *// *mumu--/*i/*i--))

munmun--KaliKaliŋŋkuku ‘‘go go toto HualienHualien’’

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006
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DerivationalDerivational morphologymorphology

•• CombinatoryCombinatory possibilitiespossibilities: affix + : affix + ……
++locativelocative wordswords (i(i--//munmun-- // *// *mumu--))

ii--babaʔʔavav ‘‘bebe in a high spotin a high spot’’
munmun--babaʔʔavav ‘‘go go upup toto a a higherhigher spotspot’’

++locativelocative demonstrativesdemonstratives (i(i--//munmun-- // *// *mumu--))
ii--[[ʔʔ]]itiiti ‘‘bebe herehere’’
munmun--[[ʔʔ]]itaita ‘‘gogo therethere’’

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006
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DerivationalDerivational morphologymorphology

•• CombinatoryCombinatory possibilitiespossibilities: affix + : affix + ……
++verbsverbs (i(i--//mumu--//munmun--))

ii--saansaan ‘‘bebe atat’’
mumu--qalqalqalqal ‘‘fallfall downdown’’
munmun--haanhaan ‘‘go go toto’’

++QQ--wordswords ((munmun-- // *i// *i--/*/*mumu--))
munmun--isaqisaq ‘‘wherewhere toto’’

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006
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DerivationalDerivational morphologymorphology

•• CompoundingCompounding is rare; is rare; therethere is is onlyonly::

–– ExceptionException 11: N+ADJ : N+ADJ idiomsidioms withwith somesome veryvery
commoncommon adjectivesadjectives
e.g., e.g., iðuqiðuq daidaiŋŋ –– iðuqiðuq tikistikis

< < iðuqiðuq ‘‘orangeorange’’ + {+ {daidaiŋŋ ‘‘bigbig’’, , tikistikis ‘‘smallsmall’’}}

–– ExceptionException 22: N+N : N+N compoundscompounds in plant and in plant and 
animalanimal termsterms
e.g., e.g., iskaniskan ivuðivuð <<iskaniskan ‘‘fishfish’’ + + ivuðivuð ‘‘snakesnake’’

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006
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DerivationalDerivational morphologymorphology

⇒⇒ DerivationDerivation and and syntaxsyntax influenceinfluence eacheach otherother
quitequite extensivelyextensively

(1) (1) DerivationDerivation ⇒⇒ SyntaxSyntax
•• ThingsThings thatthat are are usuallyusually expressedexpressed in in otherother

languageslanguages byby syntacticsyntactic subsystemssubsystems ((suchsuch as as 
aspect, aspect, tensetense, , valencevalence, , ……) are in ) are in TakivatanTakivatan--
BununBunun expressedexpressed byby derivationderivation..

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006
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DerivationalDerivational morphologymorphology

•• ExampleExample: : causativescausatives

Eng.: Eng.: YouYou understandunderstand
⇓⇓
I I willwill makemake youyou understandunderstand..

⇕⇕
Tak.:Tak.: ……

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006
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DerivationalDerivational morphologymorphology

MaupaMaupa --tata siasia,,
SuchSuch --DEF.DISTDEF.DIST ANAPHANAPH

nana-- isis-- pinpin-- qansiapqansiap
FUTFUT-- givegive-- makemake-- understandunderstand

istunistun --a,  a,  siasia --titi naknak a    a    mastamastaʔʔanan tutu
3S.HUM3S.HUM --PFPF ANAPHANAPH --DEFDEF 1S.???1S.??? ?????? utmost     utmost     COMPLCOMPL

‘‘And as And as suchsuch, I , I willwill do do mymy utmost best utmost best toto makemake himhim
understandunderstand..’’

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006
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DerivationalDerivational morphologymorphology

(2) (2) SyntaxSyntax ⇒⇒ DerivationDerivation

•• UseUse of of grammaticalgrammatical markers as markers as derivationalderivational
affixesaffixes..

–– Focus markersFocus markers ((seesee later)later)
–– TAM markers    TAM markers    

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006
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DerivationalDerivational morphologymorphology

ExampleExample::

tautauŋŋququ valivali ‘‘reachreach..zenithzenith’’++‘‘sunsun’’ > > noontimenoontime
⇒⇒ tautauŋŋququ ‘‘noontimenoontime’’

tautauŋŋququ--inin ‘‘noontimenoontime--PRFPRF’’ > > ‘‘ItIt hashas becomebecome noonnoon..’’

tt‹‹inin››auauŋŋququ valivali ‘‹‘‹PRFPRF››--reachreach..zenithzenith’’++‘‘sunsun’’
⇒⇒ tt‹‹inin››auauŋŋququ ‘‘afternoonafternoon’’

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006
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Focus Focus systemsystem

•• Relations Relations betweenbetween the the verbverb phrasephrase and and itsits
obligatoryobligatory argumentsarguments are are determineddetermined byby
pragmaticpragmatic saliencesalience..

•• ImplicationsImplications::
–– No No NomNom//AccAcc oror AbsAbs/Erg /Erg distinctiondistinction; ; 

nono ((antianti--))passivizationpassivization
–– Focus Focus operatesoperates onon a a syntacticsyntactic levellevel

((≠≠ pragmaticpragmatic focus)focus)
Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006
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Focus Focus systemsystem

•• VeryVery Austronesian Austronesian phenomenonphenomenon
•• TagalogTagalog ((PhilippinesPhilippines))
•• OftenOften seemsseems toto coincidecoincide withwith flexibleflexible

wordclasses (wordclasses (seesee later)later)

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006
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Focus Focus systemsystem

•• SyntacticSyntactic realizationrealization::
–– Verbal Verbal suffixessuffixes

--anan11 :: ActorActor focusfocus
--unun :: PatientPatient focusfocus

?? --anan22 :: LocativeLocative focusfocus
--øø :: Unmarked focusUnmarked focus

–– PronominalPronominal casecase
–– OptionalOptional postpost--NPNP particlesparticles

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006
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Focus Focus systemsystem

ExampleExample 1: 1: maunmaun / / kaunkaun

1.1. AnakAnak aipiaipi maunmaun
selfself DEM.PROXDEM.PROX eat+AFeat+AF
‘‘He (here) is eating by himself.He (here) is eating by himself.’’

2.2. MaMa-- hansumhansum kaunkaun --unun
ADJRADJR-- tastytasty eat+PFeat+PF --PFPF
‘‘It is tasty to eat.It is tasty to eat.’’

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006
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Focus Focus systemsystem

ExampleExample 1: 1: maunmaun / / kaunkaun

3.3. MaMa-- sihalsihal kaunkaun titititi
ADJRADJR-- goodgood eat+PFeat+PF meatmeat
‘‘This meat / the meat is nice to eat.This meat / the meat is nice to eat.’’

4.4. MaMa-- sihalsihal ==akak maunmaun titititi
ADJRADJR-- goodgood =1S.NOM  =1S.NOM  eat+AFeat+AF meatmeat
‘‘I like to eat this meat.I like to eat this meat.’’

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006
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Focus Focus systemsystem

•• Focus as a Focus as a derivativederivative processprocess

MaqMaq aa kaununkaunun --aa kaupakaupa --kiki:                :                
WhatWhat COPCOP edibleedible --ACC  ACC  everyevery --DEF.PROXDEF.PROX

hutanhutan --a,a, taitai,, salaaðsalaað
yamyam --ACC   ACC   tarotaro sortsort.of..of.milletmillet

‘‘AllAll of the of the followingfollowing herehere are are ediblesedibles: : yamsyams, , tarotaro and and 
salaathsalaath..’’

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006
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Focus Focus systemsystem

Some predictionsSome predictions aboutabout focusfocus
•• Focus is more relevant Focus is more relevant forfor actionsactions thanthan forfor

statesstates
•• Focus is more Focus is more oftenoften overtlyovertly expressedexpressed in in 

ambiguousambiguous contextscontexts

E.g.,E.g., MasihalMasihal kaununkaunun.. ‘‘ItIt is is nicenice toto eateat..’’
MaunMaunakak masihalmasihal.. ‘‘I I eateat happilyhappily..’’

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006
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Focus Focus systemsystem

Example 1: Maun/Example 1: Maun/kaununkaunun

MaMa-- sihalsihal kaunkaun --unun
ADJRADJR-- good   good   eat+eat+PFPF --PFPF

It is good to eat.It is good to eat.

MaMa-- sihalsihal maunmaun
ADJRADJR-- goodgood eat+eat+AFAF

You eat it in a tasty way.You eat it in a tasty way.

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006
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Focus Focus systemsystem

Example 2: Example 2: mataðmatað ‘‘to dieto die’’ / / pataðpatað ‘‘killkill’’
Uk[aUk[a]] --inin aminamin tinatina,, uk[auk[a]] --inin aminamin tama. tama. 
NEG+haveNEG+have--PRFPRF allall mothermother NEG+haveNEG+have--PRFPRF allall fatherfather

AminAmin --in in mataðmatað
allall --PRFPRF die+PFdie+PF
‘‘Neither my mother nor my father is still alive. They Neither my mother nor my father is still alive. They 

have both passed away.have both passed away.’’

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006
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Focus Focus systemsystem

•• LotsLots of of questionsquestions remainremain::

–– PronominalPronominal ‘‘casecase’’ systemsystem: case : case oror focus?focus?
–– OptionalityOptionality of the markersof the markers
–– InteractionInteraction withwith phenomenaphenomena likelike definitinessdefinitiness
–– InteractionInteraction focus and focus and topicalizationtopicalization / / leftleft--

dislocationdislocation
–– ……

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006
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WordclassWordclass fluidityfluidity

•• MultiMulti--functionalfunctional affixesaffixes: : bothboth grammaticalgrammatical
and and derivationalderivational
–– PatientPatient focus suffix focus suffix ––unun

E.g.,E.g.,

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006

--iqdiiqdi--
‘‘hardshiphardship’’ inin--[[ʔʔ]]iqdiiqdi[[ʔʔ]]--anan

‘‘have have problemsproblems’’

iqdiiqdi((ʔʔ))unun
‘‘worriesworries, , problemsproblems’’



LinguisticLinguistic aspectsaspects (3)(3)

WordclassWordclass fluidityfluidity

•• AmbiguousAmbiguous status of minor wordclasses:status of minor wordclasses:
questionquestion word, time word, time wordswords, TAM , TAM auxiliariesauxiliaries, , 
negationnegation allall have have verbverb--likelike propertiesproperties

E.g.,E.g.,
SanavanSanavan --inin mama-- sabaqsabaq --inin
Evening   Evening   --PRF    ACTPRF    ACT-- sleepsleep --PRFPRF
‘‘When evening falls, we go to bed.When evening falls, we go to bed.’’
Lit.:Lit.: ‘‘when the evening has come, we will have gone when the evening has come, we will have gone 
to sleepto sleep’’

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006
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WordclassWordclass fluidityfluidity

•• TAMTAM and and somesome derivationalderivational affixesaffixes toto a a widewide
varietyvariety of of conceptsconcepts and wordclassesand wordclasses
–– AuxiliariesAuxiliaries of of negationnegation and TAMand TAM
–– Time Time wordswords
–– QuestionQuestion wordswords
–– DemonstrativesDemonstratives and and locativelocative wordswords
–– PersonalPersonal pronounspronouns

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006
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WordclassWordclass fluidityfluidity

ExamplesExamples::

…… mama-- laupalaupa --daudau --kk mastaanmastaan masihalmasihal--ii,,
…… ACTACT-- nownow --EMOEMO --??? ??? mostmost good   good   --DEF?DEF?
‘…‘… and (this situation) now is most excellentand (this situation) now is most excellent…’…’

AupaAupa,  ,  siatiasiatia tutu miliskinmiliskin tutu,           na   ,           na   aduqaduq pishal       pishal       --unun
ButBut hehe ???   ???   thinkthink COMPL  COMPL  wellwell of.of.coursecourse act.act.goodgood --PFPF

taqutaqu --kiki maupamaupa mama-- [a][a]ipunipun munmun --itiiti a     a     nanunanuʔʔtutu
TeachTeach --DEFDEF becausebecause ACTACT-- DEM.HUM  DIRDEM.HUM  DIR --herehere ???  ???  needsneeds

‘‘SoSo, I , I thinkthink thatthat of of coursecourse I I shouldshould toto thisthis personperson teachteach wellwell becausebecause hehe camecame
herehere withwith these these needsneeds..’’

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006
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WordclassWordclass fluidityfluidity

•• TakivatanTakivatan word word morphologymorphology
STEMSTEM
derivderiv+STEM+STEM
[[derivderiv+STEM]+(Focus)+(TAM)+STEM]+(Focus)+(TAM)

•• Stem Stem originallyoriginally indifferentiatedindifferentiated oror nominalnominal
–– LotsLots of of verbalizingverbalizing prefixesprefixes

•• DerivationDerivation ‘‘instantiatesinstantiates’’ the stemthe stem

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006
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WordclassWordclass fluidityfluidity

•• DynamicDynamic NN--VV continuumcontinuum
–– prototypicalprototypical V and N, V and N, instantiationsinstantiations of of conceptsconcepts

spread out in the spread out in the spacespace betweenbetween
–– WordclassWordclass fluidityfluidity seemsseems toto bebe somehowsomehow relatedrelated

toto the focus the focus systemssystems (cf. (cf. TagalogTagalog))

•• DifferencesDifferences withwith indifferentiationindifferentiation in in 
MandarinMandarin--ChineseChinese

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006
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WordclassWordclass fluidityfluidity

ExampleExample:: WordclassWordclass differentiationdifferentiation in in 
MandarinMandarin--ChineseChinese

愛愛 n/vn/v lovelove//toto lovelove
vs.vs.
樹樹 nn treetree

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006
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WordclassWordclass fluidityfluidity

•• ChineseChinese: : isolatingisolating languagelanguage / / poorpoor
morphologymorphology
⇒⇒ indifferentiationindifferentiation is is consequenceconsequence of the of the 
absence of word absence of word morphologymorphology

•• TakivatanTakivatan: : extremelyextremely richrich morphologymorphology
⇒⇒ wordclasswordclass fluidityfluidity is a is a pragmaticpragmatic strategystrategy

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006



The The biggerbigger picturepicture

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006



The The biggerbigger picture (1)picture (1)

The The ‘‘fivefive dialectsdialects’’

•• The The BununBunun themselvesthemselves distinguishdistinguish 5 5 
subgroupssubgroups::

IsbukunIsbukun, , TakbanuaðTakbanuað, , TakivatanTakivatan, , TakibakaTakibaka, , 
TakituduTakitudu

•• BasedBased onon clanclan--divisionsdivisions
E.g.,E.g., TakiTaki-- VatanVatan

originateoriginate..inin-- PersNamePersName.M.M

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006



The The biggerbigger picture (1)picture (1)

The The ‘‘fivefive dialectsdialects’’

•• AttemptedAttempted subdivisionsubdivision::
–– NorthernNorthern: : TakituduTakitudu, , TakibakaTakibaka
–– Central: Central: TakbanuaðTakbanuað, , TakivatanTakivatan
–– SouthernSouthern: : IsbukunIsbukun

•• DialectsDialects oror almostalmost different different languageslanguages??
–– MutualMutual intellegibilityintellegibility ⇒⇒ dialect dialect chainchain??
–– DevelopmentDevelopment of of IsbukunIsbukun ‘‘standardstandard’’

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006



The The biggerbigger picture (2)picture (2)

LinguisticLinguistic discriminantsdiscriminants

IsbukunIsbukun vs. vs. TakivatanTakivatan
•• /h/ vs. /q//h/ vs. /q/

–– SystematicSystematic differencedifference betweenbetween South andSouth and CentralCentral
–– E.g.,E.g.,

TamaTama DihaninDihanin tutu HaliHaliŋaa
TamaTama DiqaninDiqanin tutu QaliQaliŋaa

•• //ʤʤ/ vs. /t// vs. /t/
–– E.g., E.g., taitaiʤʤiniini vs. vs. tatinitatini ‘‘alonealone, single, single’’

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006



The The biggerbigger picture (2)picture (2)

LinguisticLinguistic discriminantsdiscriminants

IsbukunIsbukun vs. vs. TakivatanTakivatan
•• PronominalPronominal paradigmparadigm

–– E.g., E.g., firstfirst and and secondsecond personperson

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006

(i)susu(ʔu)=as(i)nakðaku=akTak.:

(i)susukasu(i)nakmaðakusaikinIsb.:

2.POSS2.PT2.AG1.POSS1.PT1.AG



The The biggerbigger picture (2)picture (2)

LinguisticLinguistic discriminantsdiscriminants

IsbukunIsbukun vs. vs. TakivatanTakivatan
•• LeftLeft--dislocationdislocation

–– Shift in Shift in personalpersonal pronounspronouns: Ag vs. Pt: Ag vs. Pt
–– Different marker: Different marker: haihai vs. a/vs. a/øø
–– Difference in use: more frequent in Difference in use: more frequent in IsbukunIsbukun

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006



The The biggerbigger picture (2)picture (2)

LinguisticLinguistic discriminantsdiscriminants

IsbukunIsbukun vs. vs. TakivatanTakivatan
•• LeftLeft--dislocationdislocation: : ExampleExample IsbukunIsbukun

KasuKasu taknatakna haihai mama-- haltsishaltsis ismuuðismuuð..
2S.2S.NOMNOM yesterdayyesterday LL--DISDIS ACTACT-- clipclip greensgreens
‘‘YouYou werewere trimmingtrimming the the hedgehedge yesterdayyesterday..’’

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006



The The biggerbigger picture (2)picture (2)

LinguisticLinguistic discriminantsdiscriminants

IsbukunIsbukun vs. vs. TakivatanTakivatan
•• LeftLeft--dislocationdislocation: : ExampleExample TakivatanTakivatan

ðakuðaku øø madimamadima susuʔʔuu, , nini musbaimusbai
11S.S.ACCACC LL--DISDIS likelike 22S.ACCS.ACC NEGNEG run.run.awayaway
‘‘I I likelike youyou, I , I willwill notnot run run awayaway..’’

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006



The The biggerbigger picture (2)picture (2)

LinguisticLinguistic discriminantsdiscriminants

IsbukunIsbukun vs. vs. TakivatanTakivatan
•• LexiconLexicon

–– E.g.,E.g.,

•• ConclusionConclusion: : substantialsubstantial differencesdifferences

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006

‘tomorrow’laqbiŋinkutun

‘where to?’munisaqkuisa

‘lazy’maiŋamalaita

Tak.Isb.



The The biggerbigger picture (4)picture (4)

Dialect Dialect continuumcontinuum

•• ExplanationExplanation: dialect : dialect chainchain/dialect /dialect continuumcontinuum??
•• YesYes::

–– GroupGroup of of dialectsdialects / / languageslanguages
–– SomeSome mutuallymutually understandableunderstandable, , somesome notnot

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006



The The biggerbigger picture (4)picture (4)

Dialect Dialect continuumcontinuum

•• NoNo, , becausebecause::
–– Dialect Dialect chainchain: : 

““a range of dialects spoken across a large a range of dialects spoken across a large 
geographical area, differing only slightly between geographical area, differing only slightly between 
areas that are geographically close, and gradually areas that are geographically close, and gradually 
decreasing in mutual intelligibility as the distances decreasing in mutual intelligibility as the distances 
become greaterbecome greater”” ((WikipediaWikipedia))

–– ExampleExample: : BelgianBelgian--DutchDutch--GermanGerman borderborder

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006





The The biggerbigger picture (3)picture (3)

MigrationMigration patternspatterns

•• HistoricalHistorical clan clan movementsmovements
•• FamilyFamily--basedbased living living communitiescommunities
•• HostileHostile towardstowards outsidersoutsiders

⇓⇓
•• RelativeRelative isolationisolation of of dialectsdialects

–– ChangedChanged onlyonly recentlyrecently::
–– ChristianityChristianity
–– DevelopmentDevelopment of of infrastructureinfrastructure, modern transport, modern transport

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006





The The biggerbigger picture (3)picture (3)

InteractionInteraction vs. vs. isolationisolation

•• Dialect Dialect chainchain::
–– ResultResult of of mutualmutual interactioninteraction

•• DialectalDialectal differentiationdifferentiation
–– ResultResult of of relativerelative isolationisolation

•• BununBunun: : historyhistory of of clanclan--basedbased movementsmovements
⇒⇒ dialect dialect differentiationdifferentiation

Rik De Busser – University of Hong Kong, March 2, 2006



ThankThank youyou!!
UninaUninaŋŋ !!


